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1 Executive Summary

The following RHIC Spin Plan is based on measurements in handand on achieved RHIC po-
larization and integrated luminosity. The plan was requested by Steven Vigdor, Brookhaven
Associate Laboratory Director, and was developed by the RHIC Spin Collaboration. Appendix
A presents the charge. Polarized proton collisions at RHIC probe the spin structure of the pro-
ton using strongly interacting probes in hard scattering where the collisions are described by
perturbative Quantum Chromodynamics (pQCD).

We now have measurements of cross sections for unpolarized proton-proton collisions at√
s=200 GeV, for inclusive production of pions at mid-rapidityand forward rapidity and for

jets and direct photons at mid-rapidity. These cross sections are predicted by next-to-leading
order pQCD, and pQCD is the basis for extracting the spin dependence of the underlying parton
interactions in the study of the spin structure of the proton.

Measurements at RHIC have significantly constrained the possible gluon spin contribution
to the proton’s spin. RHIC helicity asymmetry measurementshave been used in a new global
analysis of the proton’s spin structure. This analysis combines the asymmetries measured in
p+p collisions at RHIC with results from inclusive and semi-inclusive deep-inelastic scattering
(DIS) to obtain the spin distributions for quarks, anti-quarks, and gluons in the proton. The main
conclusion: the gluon spin contribution is not large. The presently accessible range from the
RHIC experiments is for gluon momentum fractions from 0.05 to 0.2.

The following are the main points from this spin plan:

• An increase in peak and average luminosity of a factor of 2 to 3is anticipated. Increased
polarization from 60% to 70% is also anticipated.

• The original goal to determine the beam polarization to∆P/P < 5% has been achieved.
Further improvements are envisioned to improve the efficiency of the polarization mea-
surements and to handle the higher rates that are expected.

• Sensitivity for the gluon spin contribution to the proton spin will improve significantly, by
about a factor of four in uncertainty, with additional measurements of inclusiveπ0 and jets
planned for 2009. Asymmetry correlations of di-jets in 2009will provide information re-
garding the momentum dependence of the gluon polarization and significant improvement
in sensitivity over the inclusive data. These measurementswill make a major contribution
to the world’s quest to understand the proton’s structure. Further measurements using very
forward direct photon production and at

√
s=500 GeV are expected to significantly expand

the sampled gluon momentum range. Measurements in later years, with even higher lu-
minosity, will add the direct photon andγ+jet probes. The direct photon measurements
provide direct access to the gluon polarization and the gluon momentum fraction. Overall,
this program will provide direct constraints on the gluon polarization over the momentum
range from a few times 10−3 to 0.3.

• Parity-violating production of theW boson with longitudinally polarized protons at RHIC
provides a direct measure of the individual polarizations of the quarks and anti-quarks in
the colliding protons. This program will break new ground inour detailed understanding
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of the proton’s structure. In the following, we respond to specific questions included in the
charge from S. Vigdor, with the numbering used in the charge.

1. Luminosity recorded by the experiments of 300 pb−1, accumulated over the next five
years, will provide precise, direct measurements of anti-quark polarizations separated
by flavor at the weak scale of realW production.

2. The upgrades that are required for these measurements areunderway for the PHENIX
µ trigger system and the STAR forward tracking capabilities.

3. Signal to background levels of better than 1:1 are expected for both PHENIX and
STAR, based on realistic simulations that include full QCD backgrounds. The ex-
pected background levels have been included in the sensitivity estimates that are pre-
sented. A short 500 GeV run is proposed for either 2009 or 2010to measure these
levels directly.

4. Tracking provides an estimated>97% correct identification of the charge of the mea-
sured muon fromW decay, for PHENIX. The STAR upgrade will provide 80 to 95%
estimated correct identification forW decay electrons in the endcap calorimeter.

5. Final extraction of the sea quark polarized distributionfunctions will use a global fit,
as has been recently presented.

6. The program is proposed to begin in 2010, through 2013. If the program runs an
average of 10 weeks per year, 300 pb−1 would be expected to be accumulated by the
experiments. Results by the DOE milestone in 2013 will include significant direct
measurements of the sea quark polarizations and the sea quark asymmetry,∆ū-∆d̄.

W asymmetry measurements will remain statistics-limited after 300 pb−1. Future RHIC
luminosity and polarization improvements would make it practical to obtain significantly
more data in later years, leading to very precise determinations of the sea quark polariza-
tions.

• We propose a precision transverse spin program for RHIC exploring and exploiting large
transverse asymmetries that have been measured world-wide, at RHIC and in DIS. Quark
transversity, the degree of quark polarization in a transversely polarized proton, and quark
orbital angular momentum are believed to generate the observed asymmetries. Quark
transversity will be measured through single jet production and through di-hadron correla-
tions. The orbital angular momentum description of the observed asymmetries leads to a
pQCD prediction connecting forward direct photon production at RHIC to asymmetries ob-
served in DIS. This measurement will test our understandingof the underlying physics and
the orbital angular momentum origin of these asymmetries. Afuture feature of the trans-
verse spin program requires a new step in luminosity from RHIC. A transversely polarized
beam producing Drell-Yan pairs at RHIC tests a predicted direct connection between DIS
and Drell-Yan asymmetries. The gauge structure of QCD leads to the prediction that the
Drell-Yan and DIS asymmetries must have opposite signs. We see these measurements, by
both the PHENIX and STAR detectors, as being a focus of the program beginning about
2015.

Evidently this entire plan rests on running. The plan assumes an average of ten physics weeks per
year. Sustained running is necessary to build the required peak and average luminosity gains an-
ticipated, to build the level of polarization anticipated,and to accumulate the required integrated

3



luminosity recorded by the experiments, both at
√

s=200 GeV and at
√

s=500 GeV, through
2013. Support for development of higher proton-proton luminosity is very important for the
exciting program envisioned for beyond 2013.

2 RHIC Accelerator, Polarimetry, and Experiments

2.1 Accelerator Performance

As of 2008 polarized proton beams have been accelerated, stored, and collided in RHIC at a
center of mass energy of 200 GeV. A single proton beam was accelerated to 250 GeV beam
energy, with 45% of polarization at that energy. At 200 GeV center of mass energy, the average
store luminosity reached23×1030 cm−2s−1, and the average store polarization 58% (see Tab. 1).
Over the next two long polarized proton runs we aim to reach the Enhanced Luminosity goals for
polarized protons, consisting of an average store luminosity of

• 60×1030cm−2s−1 for 200 GeV center of mass energy, and

• 150×1030cm−2s−1 for 500 GeV center of mass energy,

both with an average store polarization of 70%. Further improvements are possible thereafter. Ta-
ble 1 gives a projection of the luminosity and polarization evolution through FY2013. Luminosity
numbers are given for one of two interaction points. We assume 15 weeks of physics running in
FY2009 and 10 weeks in the following years to allow for commissioning of the improvements
and developments of the machine performance, as well as physics running. To maximize the
proton polarization in RHIC, about one month of AGS tuning is needed before RHIC operation
begins.

In Fig. 1 the integrated luminosity delivered to one experiment is shown through FY2013
for 15 weeks of physics operation in FY2009, and 10 weeks in the following years. For every
projected period shown in Fig. 1, based on experience, the weekly luminosity starts at 25% of
the final value, and increases linearly in time to the final value in 8 weeks. During the remaining
weeks, the weekly luminosity is assumed to be constant. For the maximum projection the values
in Tab. 1 are used as final values. The minimum projection is what had been demonstrated in the
past. We expect no significant reduction in the average storepolarization at this energy. For Run-
9 a reduction in the bunch length by some 30% is expected from the use of a new 9 MHz radio
frequency system. For operation at 500 GeV center of mass energy, the bunch length is reduced
by another 20% compared to operation at 200 GeV center of mass. In addition, the 200 MHz
storage system can then be turned on adiabatically, which could shorten the bunches by up to
another factor of 2, depending on the achieved longitudinalemittance.

The RHIC beam polarization is limited by the source, and the polarization transmission in
the AGS. After proper adjustment of tune, orbit, and snake settings, no significant polarization
loss is observed in RHIC up to a beam energy of 100 GeV, and no significant loss is anticipated
at 250 GeV after full commissioning of ramps to that energy. Improvements in the source and
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Fiscal year 2006 2008 2009E 2010E 2011E 2012E 2013E
No of bunches ... 111 111 111 111 111 111 111
Protons/bunch, initial 10

11 1.4 1.5 1.8 1.9 2.0 2.0 2.0
Avg. beam current/ring mA 187 205 250 264 280 280 280
β∗ m 1.0 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.5
Beam-beam parameter/IP 10

−3 5.6 4.9 6.1 7.4 7.5 7.5 7.5
Peak luminosity (200 GeV) 10

30cm−2s−1 28 35 63 96 121 129 137
Avg./peak luminosity % 64 65 63 62 60 60 60
Avg. store luminosity (200 GeV) 10

30cm−2s−1 18 23 40 60 73 77 82
Time in store % 46 60 60 60 60 60 60
Max luminosity/week (200 GeV) pb−1 6.5 7.5 14.5 21.6 26.4 28.0 29.8
Min luminosity/week (200 GeV) pb−1 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5
Max luminosity/run (200 GeV) pb−1 46 19 130 150 180 200 210
Min luminosity/run (200 GeV) pb−1 70 50 50 50 50
Max luminosity/run (500 GeV) pb−1 375 450 500 525
Min luminosity/run (500 GeV) pb−1 125 125 125 125
AGS polarization, extraction, min/max % 651 551 55/65 55/70 55/70 55/75 55/75
RHIC avg. store polarization, min/max % 582 452 50/60 50/65 50/70 50/70 50/70
1The AGS polarization may be restated in the future after the used analyzing power is calibrated with beam
in a polarization measurement with the polarized hydrogen jet in RHIC.
2Based on the polarimeter analyzing power at 100 GeV.

Table 1:Achieved and projected polarized proton beam parameters through FY2013. Delivered
luminosities are given for one of two interaction points. Luminosities above a center of mass
energy of 200 GeV increase proportionally withγ from the reduction in the transverse emittance.
15 weeks of physics operation are assumed for FY2009, and 10 weeks in the following years.

the AGS are expected to increase the polarization at the AGS extraction energy from currently
60-65% to 75%. The AGS now operates routinely with both the warm and cold snakes.

The luminosity can still be increased by loweringβ∗, especially at 500 GeV center of mass
energy. Then the main luminosity limit for the polarized proton operation is the beam-beam ef-
fect, leading to a spread in the transverse tunes. To accommodate larger beam-beam parameters
other sources of transverse tune spread are minimized and different working points are evaluated.
The use of electron lenses for head-on beam-beam compensation is currently studied in simula-
tions. Dynamic pressure rises have been largely eliminatedthrough modifications in the vacuum
system. However, operation with short bunches can still lead to emittance growth from electron
clouds.

2.2 RHIC Polarimetry

Polarimetry is a crucial component of the RHIC Spin Program.Measurement of the absolute
proton beam polarization to a precision of 5% is the goal for all high precision spin dependent
measurements at RHIC. Two types of polarimeters are used at RHIC, which are based on small
angle elastic scattering, with sensitivity to the proton beam polarization coming from interference
between electromagnetic and hadronic amplitudes in the Coulomb-Nuclear Interference (CNI)
region.
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Figure 1: Minimum and maximum projected integrated luminosity through FY2013. Delivered
luminosity numbers are given for one of two interaction points, and a physics running time of 15
weeks in FY2009, and 10 weeks of physics operation per year thereafter. The assumed center of
mass energy is 200 GeV until the end of FY2009, and 500 GeV thereafter.

One type of polarimeter (p-Carbon) uses an ultra-thin (5µg/cm2) and 10 micron wide carbon
ribbon target, and provides fast relative polarization measurements with a few percent statistical
uncertainty in 20–30 sec. Repeated measurements during a fill also provide a handle on the
beam polarization decay vs time as well as measurements of beam polarization profiles in the
transverse plane. The latter directly enters the average beam polarization observed in collisions
at the interaction regions of the RHIC experiments.

The second polarimeter (H-Jet) uses a polarized hydrogen gas target and utilizes the analyzing
power in proton-proton elastic scattering in the CNI region (Fig. 2). It accumulates data over the
entire fill and provides absolute polarization measurements, with∼ 10% statistical uncertainty in
a fill (6–8 hours).

H-Jet data accumulated over several fills are used for the absolute calibration of the p-Carbon
polarimeters. The calibration goal of∆P/P < 5% was reached in the 2005 run. Fig. 3 demon-
strates the normalized pC polarization measurements in fills of the 2006 run.

In addition, the two experiments STAR and PHENIX employ local polarimeters which are
sensitive to transverse beam polarization, which are used to set up and to monitor the spin direc-
tions at collision.

For the near term, we have embarked on an upgrade program to replace the current p-Carbon
polarimeter vacuum vessels with longer ones that accommodate two polarimeter set-ups and as-
sociated targets in each ring. This a) doubles the number of targets and minimizes the need to
open the vessels during a long run, b) reduces the time required for successive measurements
of the horizontal and vertical polarization profiles and thus experiment downtime, c) allows in-
stallation and testing of in situ new photo-diode detectorswith higher rate capabilities, and d)
improves the pumping and vacuum system. We are also investigating the possibility of using
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Figure 2: Analyzing power,AN , in proton-proton elastic scattering as a function of four-
momentum transfer squared,−t, measured by the H-Jet polarimeter with 100 GeV/c RHIC proton
beam [39]. The errors on the data points are statistical. Thelower band represents the total sys-
tematic error. Theoretical prediction (solid line) and fit to the data (dashed line) are shown for
comparison.
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Figure 3: Fill-by-fill polarizations for “blue” (left) and “yellow” (r ight) beams in RHIC run
2006, measured by the pC polarimeters. Fill numbers< 8000 are for 100 GeV/c beams. Fill
numbers> 8000 are for 31.2 GeV/c beams.
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nano technology to produce carbon targets for the RHIC polarimeters. While promising work
has been done, the challenge is to produce 30 mm long filamentsor strands to be tested to assess
durability and heat dissipation under realistic beam conditions.

In addition we plan a testing program using carbon beams fromthe Tandem spanning the
carbon recoil energies, to better calibrate the silicon andphoto-diode detectors’ response.

In Run 2008, the polarized jet target was tested running withthe Blue and Yellow beams
separated by 5 mm vertically and both incident on the jet. Data analysis is in progress while initial
results are encouraging. If deemed successful, this mode would allow the jet to continuously
monitor the polarization of both beams in all physics fills, instead of alternating between the two
beams.

Finally, while the polarized Jet target has calibrated the RHIC polarimeters for the physics
runs, primarily at 100 GeV and once at 31 GeV, we have yet to provide a good calibration at
RHIC injection. The only such measurement was carried out ina 15-hour run in 2004 which
resulted in a meager 12% absolute beam calibration. Since then, the RHIC beam intensity and
polarization have increased dramatically to allow a much more accurate calibration. This will
serve several goals: a) cross calibrate the AGS and RHIC p-Carbon polarimeters at the same
energy, b) provide a good RHIC injection measurement to discern polarization losses, if any,
during RHIC ramps.

2.3 Experiments

Since the BRAHMS experiment successfully accomplished itsphysics program in 2006, the
RHIC Spin program is being carried out by two principal experiments, PHENIX and STAR.
Both experiments have been improving their capabilities for spin measurements. Extended elec-
tromagnetic calorimetry acceptance, including the Nose Cone Calorimeters and Muon Piston
Calorimeters in PHENIX and the Forward Meson Spectrometer inSTAR, will allow not only to
improve kinematic coverage for well utilized probes in spinmeasurements, such asπ0, photon,
jet and di-jet, but also will add the ability forγ+jet measurements over a wide kinematic range.
Silicon vertex trackers, including the VTX and FVTX in PHENIX and the HFT in STAR, will
open an opportunity to study charm and bottom quark production by measuring the displaced
decay vertex. These trackers will also considerably extendthe kinematic coverage forγ+jet
measurements in PHENIX. Two detector upgrades are necessary for measurements of the flavor-
separated quark and anti-quark polarizations through parity-violating W production. They are
the muon trigger upgrade for the PHENIX muon arms and the Forward GEM Tracker (FGT) in
STAR, and are discussed in detail in Sec. 5. In addition, an upgrade to the STAR TPC front-end
readout electronics and data acquisition system will be accomplished by Run 9. It will increase
the STAR event rate capability by an order of magnitude to∼1 kHz, which will extend measure-
ments to lowerpT and provide considerably better sensitivity for lowerx measurements.

Only part of the RHIC delivered luminosity is sampled by the experiments, due to data ac-
quisition live time, experiment uptime, and vertex acceptance. In PHENIX, this fraction,ǫsample

is approximately 30%. It is mainly limited by the fraction ofcollisions within the PHENIX in-
teraction region, about 50%. It will be improved by a factor of 1.2–1.3 after the new 9 MHz rf
system is installed in the RHIC rings, which will lead to a reduction of bunch length. Bunch
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length dynamic reduction at higher beam energies will lead to additional increase in the PHENIX
ǫsample by a factor of 1.3–1.4 for the

√
s =500 GeV program. In STAR,ǫsample historically has

been about 25%, due to the combined effects of experiment uptime and data acquisition live time.
Beginning in Run 2009, this fraction is expected to increaseto 50% for measurements such as
jets and photons, which do not require a tight constraint on the collision vertex. This fraction will
be∼45% forW asymmetry measurements, because a moderate vertex constraint will be needed
in order to obtain good charge-sign discrimination with theFGT.

The achievedǫsample along with expected improvements in the next runs are summarized in
Table 2.

Achieved Projected Projected
(Run 2008) for

√
s = 200 GeV for

√
s = 500 GeV

PHENIX 0.30 0.35–0.40 0.50–0.55
STAR 0.25 ∼0.50 ∼0.45

Table 2:Fraction ǫsample of luminosity sampled by RHIC experiments over delivered luminosity.

For physics sensitivities in this document we assume 50 pb−1 for
√

s = 200 GeV, and
300 pb−1 for

√
s = 500 GeV, for the luminosities used by the experiments. These correspond

to a ratio of sampled luminosity to delivered luminosity of∼ 1/3, using a midpoint estimate for
delivered luminosity (see Fig. 1). The sampled to deliveredratio could improve significantly if
expected improvements in the vertex length are achieved.

3 Physics Introduction

The exploration of the inner structure of the nucleon is of fundamental importance. Two decades
have passed since the European Muon Collaboration (EMC) at CERNdiscovered that the spins
of the quarks and anti-quarks in the proton provide only an unexpectedly small fraction of the
proton’s spin [1, 2]. This finding, which became famously known as the “proton spin crisis”,
implies that the spins of the gluons or orbital angular momenta of the partons must contribute
significantly to the proton spin, or both. To advance our understanding of the spin structure of
the nucleon is the primary objective of the RHIC spin physicsprogram. Its major goals are to
measure the spin-dependent gluon distribution and constrain the gluon spin contribution to the
proton spin, to elucidate the flavor structure of the valenceand sea quark polarizations in the
proton, and to explore high-energy spin phenomena arising for transverse proton polarization.
As this report will show in detail, significant achievementshave been made at RHIC toward these
goals. Commensurate with these, there have been major advances in theory. In the following, we
introduce the key objectives of the RHIC spin program, highlighting the progress that has been
made, at RHIC and on the associated theory.

Precision measurement of the polarized gluon distribution∆g(x) over a large range of mo-
mentum fraction x, to constrain the gluon spin contribution to the proton spin.
The spin-dependent gluon distribution∆g(x,Q2) is a fundamental component of nucleon struc-
ture. It measures the difference of number densitiesg+, g− of gluons with the same (opposite)
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sign of helicity as the proton’s:

∆g(x,Q2) ≡ g+(x,Q2) − g−(x,Q2) , (1)

wherex is the momentum fraction of the gluon. We have indicated the dependence on the hard
“resolution” scaleQ at which the gluon is probed. QCD quantitatively predicts thevariation of
∆g with that scale. The integral of∆g over all momentum fractions0 ≤ x ≤ 1 gives the gluon
spin contribution to the proton spin,

∆G(Q2) =

∫ 1

0

∆g(x,Q2)dx . (2)

Processes in polarized pp scattering at RHIC with final states produced at large transverse
momentum provide unique access to∆g(x,Q2). As we described in the 2005 and 2007 RHIC
Spin Plans [3, 4], spin asymmetries for such inelastic reactions may be interpreted in terms of
the polarized parton distribution functions, among them∆g, and short-distance interactions of
the partons. Thanks to the asymptotic freedom of QCD, the latter can be calculated in QCD
perturbation theory. Using these calculated partonic cross sections,∆g can be extracted from
the experimental measurements of spin asymmetries, over a range inx that is determined by the
experimental kinematics.

Large efforts have been made over the past few years to obtainthe first-order (or, “next-to-
leading order (NLO)”) QCD corrections to the spin-dependentpartonic scattering cross sections
relevant for the RHIC spin program, and for the measurement of ∆g in particular [5]. This pro-
gram is very advanced. The calculations for single-inclusive reactions such aspp → πX and
pp → jetX, which have so far been used by the RHIC experiments to constrain ∆g, have been
completed. The attention is now shifting to less inclusive final states, such as di-jets or hadron
pairs, concurrent with the path taken by the RHIC experiments. The viability of the perturbative-
QCD approach has been established at RHIC by the successful quantitative comparison of mea-
surements for the spin-averaged cross sections with the theoretical NLO predictions.

Published RHIC results [6, 7] indicate that the gluons in theproton are relatively little polar-
ized in the range0.02 . x . 0.3 so far accessible at RHIC. Complementary results from lepton
scattering made by the HERMES and COMPASS experiments [8, 9, 10] are consistent with this
finding. Recent RHIC data collected during Run 6 [11, 12] close in on the spin-dependent gluon
distribution∆g with higher precision.

A new “global analysis” of the RHIC and inclusive and semi-inclusive DIS asymmetry data
has recently been introduced [13]. This analysis is an important theoretical advance. It treats
all measured data simultaneously, which allows to extract the set of spin-dependent parton dis-
tribution functions that provides the optimal descriptionof the combined data. All theoretical
calculations in the analysis are performed at NLO of QCD perturbation theory. Quark, anti-
quark, and gluon polarized distributions in the proton havebeen obtained. The combined data
set places a strong constraint on∆g. The gluon spin distribution turns out to be small in the
region of momentum fraction0.05 . x . 0.2, but with still relatively large uncertainty. It is
not yet possible to make a statement about the full integral over all 0 < x < 1, the gluon spin
contribution∆G to the proton spin.

The results of the global analysis emphasize the two directions in which further experimental
information will be of crucial importance. The first is to provide precision determinations of
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∆g(x,Q2) over the presently accessible range in momentum fraction,0.02 . x . 0.3. This
will allow definitive determinations of the gluon spin contribution arising from this region. The
second is to constrain∆g(x,Q2) at lower and, possibly, higherx than so far accessible. It is not
ruled out that there are significant contributions to∆G from x < 0.02 or so, and reaching to lower
x will improve the extrapolations needed to obtain the full integral. While large contributions to
the integral are not expected from the high-x region, it is predicted by some models that∆g/g
becomes sizable there [14]. As we will describe in this document, planned measurements at
RHIC should well allow to fulfill these goals. Studies of di-jet and jet-photon coincidences, at
central and forward angles, allow precision mapping of∆g(x,Q2) over a broad range inx. Both
channels have tremendous assets: di-jets will be produced with very large statistics, while direct-
photon events generally have a favorable analyzing power. Measurements at RHIC’s higher pp
center-of-mass energy of 500 GeV, both for inclusive channels and for coincidences, will further
be important for reaching lowerx.

Measurements of the polarized quark and anti-quark flavor structure in the proton.
Parity violation is a fundamental phenomenon in nature. Even though very well established
and tested, its very observation in polarized pp scatteringat RHIC would be a qualitatively new
and beautiful measurement. Up quarks in the proton are knownfrom the DIS measurements to
be highly polarized along the proton spin, at momentum fraction x & 0.1. Thus, a beam of
polarized protons of negative helicity essentially provides a beam of left-handed up quarks. As a
manifestation of the maximal parity violation of theW bosons, they precisely couple only to left-
handed particles. Therefore, when the up quarks collide with a d̄ anti-quark from an unpolarized
proton to produce aW+ boson, a very large and negative single-spin asymmetry should be seen
when the decay positrons are in the forward direction of the polarized proton. Never before has
parity violation in the quark sector been studied in such a direct way! We also note in this context
that the valence regionx & 0.1 probes the presence of non-vanishing orbital angular momentum
components in the nucleon wave function [15]. This has become a particularly interesting topic
recently for the case of the down valence quarks, where DIS measurements performed at the
Jefferson Laboratory [16] indicate the importance of such components in nucleon structure. The
measurements at RHIC forW− production with forward negative leptons will offer exciting
independent information, at a much higher scale set by the largeW mass,Q2 ≈ 6400 GeV2, vs.
Q2 ∼ 1 − 10 GeV2 in present polarized DIS.

It has long been recognized thatW± boson production at RHIC provides unique and clean
access to the individual polarizations of anti-quarks in the colliding protons. When the decay
lepton is produced more to the backward region of the polarized proton, first direct probes of̄u
andd̄ anti-quark polarization at medium momentum fraction,0.04 . x . 0.15 become possible.
Here the goal is to explore the details behind the small totalquark and anti-quark spin contribution
to the proton spin measured by DIS. Do anti-quarks play a decisive role in this? Dōu and d̄
carry similar polarization? This question becomes all the more interesting in view of the large
difference between the spin-averagedū and d̄ found in DIS and Drell-Yan measurements. It is
well known that such questions relate to fundamental aspects of strong-interaction dynamics.
Models of nucleon structure generally make clear predictions about the flavor asymmetry in the
sea [17, 18, 19]. For example, sinceu quarks in the proton are primarily aligned with the proton
spin whiled quarks carry opposite polarization, one finds from considerations based on the Pauli
principle the qualitative expectations∆ū ≥ 0, ∆d̄ ≤ 0 [17], and there are arguments that the
flavor asymmetry in the nucleon should be even larger in the polarized than in the spin-averaged
case,|∆ū − ∆d̄| > |ū − d̄|.
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Dedicated measurements of the quark and anti-quark polarizations can also be performed in
semi-inclusive DIS by tagging definite hadrons in the final state. Data have been obtained by
the SMC, HERMES, and COMPASS collaborations [20]. They are included in the new global
analysis [13] discussed above, and indeed the results give afirst hint at a flavor asymmetry in
the polarized sea. However, the uncertainties are still large, and it is in particular difficult to
quantify the systematic uncertainty of the results relatedto the fragmentation mechanism at the
relatively modest energies available. We emphasize again that theW±-boson measurements at
RHIC are entirely free of this ambiguity, at much higher scales, and in fact have little theoretical
uncertainty. Ultimately, all RHIC data for the spin asymmetry in W production will be included
in the global analysis, so that the best possible information can be extracted and comparison to
the information from semi-inclusive DIS can be made.

We will discussW production at RHIC in detail in this document, and also the challenges
that are involved in the measurements.

Studies of transverse-spin phenomena in QCD.
At the same time that we observe small or zero helicity asymmetries in our measurements sen-
sitive to the gluon polarization, large spin asymmetries are observed at RHIC for production of
pions and other hadrons in the forward direction of the polarized beam, for transversely polarized
protons colliding with unpolarized protons. The RHIC results [21, 22, 23], demonstratively in
the hard scattering regime, along with results from DIS [24,25] ande+e− annihilation [26], have
led to a renaissance of transverse spin, with many new experimental results, and major advances
in the theoretical treatment, based on perturbative QCD.

The value of single-spin asymmetries lies in what they may tell us about QCD and the struc-
ture of the proton. Much progress has been made in our conceptual understanding of single-spin
phenomena in recent years. Particular focus has been on a class of parton distribution functions
known as “Sivers functions” [27], which express a correlation between a parton’s transverse mo-
mentum, and the proton spin vector. They therefore contain information on orbital motion of
partons in the proton. Theoretical studies have found that the Sivers functions are not universal in
hard-scattering reactions [28, 29, 30]. Their non-universality has a clear physical origin that may
be viewed as a rescattering of the struck parton in the color field of the remnant of the polarized
proton. Depending on the process, the associated color Lorentz forces are predicted to act in dif-
ferent ways on the parton. In deep-inelastic scattering (DIS), the final-state interaction between
the struck parton and the nucleon remnant is attractive. In contrast, for the Drell-Yan process
it becomes an initial-state interaction and is repulsive. As a result, the Sivers functions con-
tribute with opposite signs to the single-spin asymmetriesfor these two reactions [28, 29, 30, 31].
Beyond color-singlet processes, the non-universality manifests itself in more complex, but cal-
culable, ways. It has been predicted [32] that the sign change with respect to DIS also occurs
in pp → γ jet X through the dominant Compton process. For “pure-QCD” processes such as
pp → jet jet X, initial-state and final-state interactions tend to counteract [33, 34].

The prediction of non-universality of the Sivers functionsis fundamental and rooted in the
gauge structure of the interactions. It tests all our concepts for analyzing hard-scattering reac-
tions, and its verification is an outstanding challenge in strong-interaction physics that has become
a top priority for the world-wide hadronic physics community. Given that Sivers-type single-spin
asymmetries have been observed in semi-inclusive DIS [24, 25], the challenge is on now for pp
scattering at RHIC to provide definitive tests.
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Another important focus of transverse-spin physics is “transversity”. The transversity par-
ton distributions, introduced in [35, 36], measure the transverse polarization of partons along
or opposite to the transverse proton spin. Differences between transversity and the helicity dis-
tributions discussed earlier give information about relativistic effects in the nucleon [36]. The
transversity densities also determine the fundamental tensor charge of the nucleon [36, 37]. The
peculiar chiral-odd nature of transversity, which is responsible for much of its physics, has made
experimental determinations elusive so far. Only recentlyhas it become possible to combine
measurements of Collins-type single-spin asymmetries in lepton scattering [24] with dedicated
determinations of the Collins fragmentation functions ine+e− annihilation [26], to obtain a first
glimpse at the valence transversity distributions [38]. Transversely polarized pp scattering at
RHIC offers access to the transversity distributions. Two fragmentation effects, the Collins mech-
anism and “Interference Fragmentation”, provide excellent probes. We will discuss these planned
measurements in this document.

4 Measurements of the Polarized Gluon Distribution at RHIC

One of the main motivations for the RHIC spin program is to precisely determine the spin-
dependent gluon distribution∆g(x) over a wide range in gluon momentum fractionx. As we
discussed in the Introduction, the integral of∆g(x) over allx gives the gluon spin contribution
∆G to the proton spin. In view of the proton “Spin Crisis” or “Puzzle” presented by determi-
nations from DIS [1, 2] that the spins of the quarks and anti-quarks contribute at most about a
third of the proton’s spin,∆G could well be key to understanding the proton spin in QCD. RHIC
exploits high pT final states originating from collisions of polarized protons that directly involve
the gluons. The spin dependence in the partonic subprocesses is often large, providing good sen-
sitivity to the gluon spin distribution, and the large acceptance of the detectors offers access to a
wide range of the gluon momentum fractionx.

Since the last update [4], the impact of our data to date has become much more clear. Many
earlier fits solely to DIS data with moderate to large gluon contributions are incompatible with
RHIC and new DIS data. This is best demonstrated in a recentlyreleased NLO global fit [13]
to all data, DIS, SIDIS and RHIC inclusiveπ0 and jet data, on an equal footing. The best fit
in this analysis has a gluon distribution with a node in thex region addressed by the RHIC
measurements to date, pointing toward the need for improvedsensitivity to thex dependence
of ∆g(x). Moreover, substantial contributions to the integral∆G are still possible at lowerx,
indicating the need to extend measurements in that direction as well.

RHIC is uniquely situated in the next five years to address these issues. Basing our plans on
realistic assumptions that would give 50 pb−1 recorded at 200 GeV in the early portion of the
coming five years, with opportunities for additional data near the end of the term, and significant
integrated luminosity at 500 GeV for theW program, very important contributions can be made to
our understanding of∆g(x). The statistics on the inclusive jet andπ0 channels will be improved
by about a factor of 4. These data integrate over broad rangesin x. New in the coming five
years will be the opportunity to perform measurements sensitive to the shape of∆g(x). This will
provide important constraints on the functional form assumed in global analyses, thereby reduc-
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ing the theoretical uncertainty in extracting the gluon polarization and reducing the uncertainty
in the determination of the integral contribution,∆G, that arises from extrapolation outside the
measured region. For0.02 < x < 0.3, our best information will come from di-jet correlations.
These will be backed up by important independent information from γ-jet correlations, albeit
with lower statistical precision. To reachx ≃ 0.01 and below, we will exploit new calorimetry
at forward rapidity, usingγ correlations with mid-rapidity jets in addition to measurements at
center-of-mass energy 500 GeV. Thus, over the next five yearswe expect to be able to map out
∆g(x) with relevant precision in thex-range of a few times10−3 to ∼ 0.3.

To achieve this goal, we require progress with polarized beams consistent with improvements
described in Sec. 2. With the completion of the FMS and DAQ1000 at STAR no further upgrades
are required, although it is expected that addition of the Forward GEM Tracker will be beneficial
to detecting jets and photons in the covered region. PHENIX will greatly improve its capabilities
with the VTX tracking and Nose Cone Calorimeter upgrades.

In the following we expand on the above by presenting the mostrecent data, demonstrating
their important impact on the first global (hadronic plus (SI)DIS) fits, and describing how our
future measurements will provide important qualitative improvements in our understanding of
the role of the gluon spin in the proton.

4.1 Recent Results

4.1.1 Inclusiveπ0s and jets

The 200 GeV run in 2006 produced 8 pb−1 of recorded integrated luminosity with longitudinal
polarization, resulting in large improvement on the inclusive measurements made by the two ex-
periments in previous years. Shown in Fig. 4 are the double spin asymmetriesALL for inclusive
jets at STAR and inclusiveπ0s at PHENIX. The curves correspond to theoretical NLO calcula-
tions [40, 41] ofALL for a range of polarized gluon distribution functions [42, 43], as described
in the figure caption.

The first full-fledged global analysis at next-to-leading order (NLO) accuracy of all currently
available spin-dependent data, including the 2006 RHIC preliminary results for inclusive jets
and π0s, was completed very recently by DSSV [13]. The resulting polarized gluon density
is depicted in the upper left panel of Fig. 5 together with estimates of the typical uncertainties
involved in the analysis procedure based on a common approach using “Lagrange multipliers”.
The DSSV result is compared to previous fits of GRSV [42] and DNS [44], which are now outside
the uncertainties estimated by DSSV. The impact RHIC data have on the determination of∆g(x)
is clearly visible in the upper right panel where the partialcontributions∆χ2

i of the individual
data sets for variation of the truncated integral of∆g over the range0.05 < x < 0.2 are shown.
RHIC data currently provide the best limit on negative values of this integral and are comparable
to DIS for positive values. Forx . 0.05 the uncertainties in∆g(x) are still sizable, and the
full integral, ∆G =

∫ 1

0
∆g(x)dx, which represents the contribution of gluons to the spin of the

nucleon, is still not determined. Additional constraints from measurements over an extendedx
range, especially at lowerx where the spin-averaged distributiong(x) is large, in addition to
constraints on the functional form of∆g(x) will be necessary to determine the full integral∆G.

14



 (GeV/c)
T

p
10 15 20 25 30 35

-0.02

0

0.02

0.04

0.06

0.08

0.1
LLA 2006 STAR Preliminary

Online polarization

GRSV-std
g=g∆GRSV 
g=0∆GRSV 
g=-g∆GRSV 

GS-C

 (GeV/c)
T

p
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

0 π L
L

A

-0.03

-0.02

-0.01

-0

0.01

0.02

0.03

0.04

0.05

G = 0∆GRSV 

GRSV-std

GS-C

Run5 (9.4% scaling error)

Run6 (40% scaling error)

Scaling errors not included

Online Polarization values
used in Run6

PHENIX Preliminary

Figure 4: ALL for 2006 inclusive jet data from STAR (left) andπ0 data from PHENIX (right).
The theoretical NLO curves [40, 41] are based on different models of gluon polarization from
GRSV [42], including their best fit “GRSV-std”, and the GS-C fit of [43], which is characterized
by a node vs.x but still has a large integral∆G resulting from its low-x dependence. Also
shown is a simple GRSV model with∆g = 0 at the input scale. In the left-hand figure the results
for two extreme assumptions about∆g, maximally aligned (∆g(x) = g(x)) and anti-aligned
(∆g(x) = −g(x)) at the input scale, are also shown.

4.1.2 Other experiments

The broad interest in understanding the nucleon’s spin structure has led to a world-wide ex-
perimental program in polarized DIS. The efforts of the COMPASS experiment at CERN, the
recently completed HERMES experiment at DESY, and many experiments at Jefferson Labora-
tory are well documented elsewhere [3], and we provide only abrief update on the status of∆g
studies from these lepton scattering experiments.

First and foremost, deep inelastic lepton scattering provides information on the polarized
gluon distribution via scaling violations of the structurefunction g1. The results from COMPASS,
HERMES, JLab and earlier experiments are an integral part ofa global analysis [13], and their
combined impact on determining∆g(x) is also shown in the upper right panel of Fig. 5. The
analysis of DIS data is well developed and there are many practitioners [42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48].
These most recent fits show considerable progress, but stillsubstantial uncertainty in the shape
of ∆g(x) and sign of the integral∆G remain.

The HERMES and COMPASS experiments have also pursued∆g(x) via photon-gluon fusion
detected by highpT hadron pairs [9, 8, 49, 50] and, in the case of COMPASS, open charm
production [10]. These are leading order extractions and are thus not included the DSSV global
analysis. The∆g(x)/g(x) results are consistent with zero to within uncertainties of∼ 0.1, for
x ∼ 0.15.

The overall conclusion is that results from lepton scattering experiments and the RHIC pro-
gram are in agreement. Large contributions from the gluonicspin to the proton spin in the range
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Figure 5: Upper row: x∆g (Q2 = 10 GeV2) from the global NLO QCD analysis by DSSV
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0.05
∆g(x)dx (right). The uncertainty bands correspond to∆χ2 = 1 (green) and∆χ2/χ2 = 2%

(yellow). Also shown are results for∆g(x) from previous GRSV [42] and DNS [44] analyses.
Lower panels: same as above when the RHIC data errors are scaleddown by a factor of 4 as
expected from the next long RHIC pp run at 200 GeV (50 pb−1 with a polarization of 60%).

directly examined so far,0.02 < x < 0.3, are unlikely. However the possibility of an interesting
x dependence for∆g(x) and the importance of the lower-x range have been brought to the fore.

4.2 ∆g and RHIC Spin: Next Five Years 2009-2013

With upgrades newly completed or under construction, with planned increases in luminosity and
runs at 500 GeV, RHIC and its two experiments, STAR and PHENIX, are uniquely positioned to
add significant new constraints on the magnitude and functional form of∆g(x). In this section
we describe these new capabilities, measurements and theirexpected impact.

4.2.1 Semi-inclusive channels

As the luminosity of RHIC grows, the already large STAR detector acceptance and the wider
acceptance windows becoming accessible to PHENIX due to itsdetector upgrades (Si VTX
tracker and Nose Cone Calorimeter) will allow measurements of“two-particle” correlations such
as jet-jet, hadron-hadron and photon-jet coincident events. Thex-range probed in this way,
∼ 2 × 10−3 < x < 0.3, far exceeds that of any other experiment in the near future.At leading
order, the hard scattering subprocess kinematics can be calculated on an event by event basis.
This allows to address one of the goals mentioned earlier, namely to extract∆g(x) directly, “lo-
cally” in x. While such LO extractions must be followed up with full theoretical work associated
with evaluation of cross sections and asymmetries at next toleading order, they illustrate that in-
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Figure 6:ALL vs.M/
√

s for di-jets of pair massM , produced at
√

s = 200 GeV. Individual plots
represent di-jets shared between various regions of the STAREM calorimeters. The uncertainties
shown are expected for an integrated luminosity of 50pb−1 and a polarization of 60%. The curves
represent the results obtained from a Monte-Carlo calculation for various sets of polarized parton
distribution functions: GRSV-std, GRSV∆g = 0, GRSV with a gluon distribution having an
integral−0.3 at the initial scale, and GS-C. In addition, NLO calculations[51] for the GRSV-std
and DSSV sets are also shown.

dividual measured points in the correlations are sensitiveto a narrow range of gluon momentum
fractionx, so that the points map out thex dependence of∆g(x).

With realistic expectations on luminosity, our best knowledge regarding∆g(x) in the range
0.02 < x < 0.3 will come from the di-jet channel, withγ-jet correlations supplying important
independent information however with less statistical precision. Using two-body kinematics,
the di-jet data can be plotted vs. a number of different kinematic variables, with cuts applied
based on others. This provides near double-differential distributions. In Fig. 6 we show the
expected statistics for di-jets at

√
s= 200 GeV plotted vs.M/

√
s, whereM is the pair invariant

mass. Note that at leading order one hasM/
√

s =
√

x1x2, wherex1, x2 are the momentum
fractions of the two colliding partons. Each panel in the figure represents a different combination
of EM calorimeter sections contributing to the di-jet yield. Thus each panel represents a different
selection ofx1/x2 and cos θ∗, whereθ∗ is the scattering angle in the partonic center-of-mass

17



Figure 7: Simulation of the inclusive forward photon spectrum. Directphoton candidates are
detected in a small fiducial volume within the FMS, at3.1 < η < 3.4. The remainder of the
large area FMS, with2.5 < η < 4, is used as a veto to require that the candidate be isolated.
Only candidates with energy above 35 GeV are considered, in order to avoid the increasing
fragmentation background for lower energies. The signal to background ratio is already 2:1 with
these simple cuts.

frame, and each point is sensitive to∆g(x)/g(x) over a narrow range inx. For example, the first
three points in the lower left panel of Fig. 6, for which0 ≤ |η3,4| ≤ 1 (with η3, η4 the two jet
pseudo-rapidities) represent approximately non-overlapping x bins centered at 0.076, 0.10 and
0.13. A leading order study, considering the known average quark polarization at thesex, and
taking into account some dilution fromgg andqq scattering, leads to an estimate that these points
each determine the gluon polarization∆g(x)/g(x) to an absolute accuracy of about0.02− 0.03.
The bins corresponding toM/

√
s = 0.15 − 0.2 in the upper and lower right panels of Fig. 6

correspond to anx of 0.06 and 0.16, respectively. Note that the asymmetries are often larger
than for inclusive jets and that there is sensitivity on the scale of the currently allowed range
of polarized gluon distributions, as represented by the results for GRSV (∆g = 0) and GS-
C obtained from a Monte-Carlo study. Also shown are NLO calculations [51] for DSSV and
GRSV-std with scale uncertainties. The latter are quite small and thus give strong indication that
the process is under good theoretical control. We emphasizethat the goal of the measurements
is not to simply distinguish between models, but to directlyextract the functional form of∆g(x)
from the data.

For particle production at forward pseudo-rapidities, a combination of a rise in the underlying
partonic asymmetry correlates with a rise in the back-angleqg Compton scattering cross section,
which may result in a very competitive measurement of the gluon polarization. With completion
of the FMS in the past year STAR now has EM calorimetric coverage in pseudo-rapidity from
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Figure 8:ALL vs. M/
√

s for di-jets at
√

s = 500 GeV. Individual plots represent di-jets shared
between various regions of the STAR EM calorimeters. Uncertainties shown are based on an in-
tegrated luminosity of 300pb−1 and polarization of 70%. The curves represent NLO calculations
[51] using the GRSV-std and DSSV sets.

−1 < η < 4. The relationshipη3 + η4 = ln(x1/x2) illustrates that correlations between direct
photons in the FMS (η = 3.3) and jets at mid-rapidity (−1 < η < 2) can be used to probe gluons
with x values as low as a few times10−3 with highly polarized large-x (“valence”) quarks, whose
distribution is accurately known the from DIS measurements. The experimental issues related
to the direct-photon jet channel, such as suppressing the fragmentation photon background and
detecting the lowpT (∼2.5 GeV/c) jet at mid-rapidity, are identical to those described below in
Sec. 6. Initial studies indicate that a signal to backgroundratio of 2:1 is achievable before consid-
ering the coincidence with the awayside jet, as shown in Fig.7. This should allow measurements
of the gluon polarization forx ≪ 0.02 at a level that can provide constraints within the range
allowed by current fits in a run of 50 pb−1. More detailed simulations and studies of data taken
in run 8 are required before more quantitative sensitivities can be provided.

Theγ-jet channel also has important contributions to make at higherx, despite the statistical
advantages of the di-jets in the relevant mid-rapidity regions. The direct photons will provide
independent information where the initial state is dominated by theqg process, the final state has
little or no strong interactions, and where the scale dependence of the theoretical description is
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smaller [53]. It is recognized that extracting theγ-jet signal from the prolific number of di-jets
is a challenging problem as illustrated in early simulations [54]. Considerable progress using
full detector simulations and data from 2006 has been made inunderstanding this problem, but
we have not yet reached the stage where quantitative sensitivity projections can be made. How-
ever, sufficient yield is produced with the luminosities expected in the next few years to make
measurements with physics impact in theγ-jet channel assuming high efficiency and reasonable
background suppression are proven. The measurements will greatly benefit from higher statistics
to come later in the five-year period when the experiments return to collect large luminosity at
200 GeV for HI comparison data after the tracking upgrades are in place. Even then the measure-
ments will still be statistics limited and additional running could be pursued beyond the five-year
time frame based on the status at that time.

The programs for di-jets andγ-jets will be extended to 500 GeV for both STAR and PHENIX.
At this energy, a givenpT will correspond to anx value lower by a factor of 2.5 than for 200
GeV collisions. It is expected that luminosity requirements will be driven by theW program and
sufficient statistics for∆g(x) from these two-body channels will not drive the luminosity request.
Projections for di-jet measurements at STAR for 300 pb−1 at

√
s = 500 GeV are shown in Fig. 8.

4.2.2 Inclusive channels

Inclusive channels, withπ0s and jets being the most sensitive, have been the workhorse of the
program to date. The increased luminosity expected in the coming years will permit these chan-
nels to provide far more precise information about∆g(x), as illustrated in Fig. 9. The impact of
including approximately another 50 pb−1 of inclusiveπ0 data from PHENIX and jet data from
STAR in a global fit is shown in the lower portion of Fig. 5. The projected uncertainty in the
integral of∆g over the range0.05 < x < 0.2 is a factor of 2.4 smaller than at present.

There are two principal inclusive channels, direct photonsand charged pions, whose im-
pact has been limited by statistics with the luminosities delivered so far. With an additional
20−30 pb−1, these will start to play an interesting role. As we discussed earlier, direct photon
production is dominated by quark-gluon Compton scattering,so that the spin asymmetry is linear
in ∆g(x). Moreover, the combination of quark and anti-quark polarizations that also enters the
polarizedqg process has been measured accurately by the spin asymmetryAp

1 in the past DIS
experiments. Thus the inclusive direct photon process offers an independent and complementary
probe of the polarized gluon distribution. The quark-gluonsubprocess also dominates for midra-
pidity pion production at aboutpT > 5 GeV/c, leading to an approximately linear dependence of
the asymmetries on∆g(x). The preferred fragmentation ofπ+ from an up quark andπ− from
a down quark and the fact that∆u and∆d are known from the polarized-DIS measurements
to have opposite signs, lead to an ordering of the pion asymmetries that depends on the sign of
∆g(x) [52]. Thus charged-pionALL measurements at highpT will provide enhanced sensitivity
to the sign of∆g, compared to neutral pions alone.

In the next few years the pp running will turn to
√

s = 500 GeV. It is fully expected that the
inclusive channels will again provide the first results at this energy. A givenpT will naturally
probe lowerx for the gluon and thus assist in our effort to constrain∆g(x). However, the main
inclusive channels will be dominated by gluon-gluon scattering in a momentum range where
the unpolarized gluon density is quite large. Thus, the asymmetries are quite small. In Fig. 9
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200 GeV (50 pb−1 with a polarization of 60%) and 500 GeV (300 pb−1 with a polarization of
70%). We also show the NLO results [40] obtained for GRSV std and a GRSV model with∆g = 0
at the initial scale.

we show estimates of inclusiveπ0 statistics expected at PHENIX for 200 GeV and 500 GeV
collisions. Integrated luminosities of 50 pb−1 and 300 pb−1, respectively, are assumed, along
with realistic estimates of trigger efficiencies based on previous runs. As the figure shows, with
running at 500 GeV one can reach down toxT = 2pT /

√
s ∼ 0.01. We also show two NLO

theoretical calculations. The comparison of the asymmetries at the two energies demonstrates
that they approximately obey a scaling withxT .

5 Measurement of the Sea Polarization withW Bosons at RHIC

5.1 Introduction

Parity violation was first discovered inβ decays and is well established. So far, most parity violat-
ing signals observed in the quark sector have been on the sub per cent level due to the dominance
of electromagnetic or strong processes. In contrast, W-production in polarized proton-proton
collisions at RHIC will observe the pure weak interaction and apply parity violation in single
spin asymmetries of more than 50%. W production will providethe first direct (flavor separated)
measurement of the spin dependent quark- and anti-quark-distributions for up- and down-quarks
in the proton. The high energy scale set by the W-mass makes itpossible to extract quark- and
anti-quark polarizations from inclusive lepton spin asymmetries in W-production with minimal
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theoretical uncertainties. Sub-leading twist and higher-order terms in the perturbative QCD ex-
pansion are strongly suppressed, and a direct extraction without additional assumptions becomes
possible. Past measurements in semi inclusive deep inelastic lepton nucleon scattering were car-
ried out with significant experimental precision only for the up-quark spin-dependent distribution.
The W measurements can complete the knowledge of quark and anti-quark polarizations.

Highlights of the W-program include the striking sensitivity to anti-u-quark polarization from
W−-asymmetries in the backward rapidity region, the similarly large sensitivity to the anti-d-
quark polarization at mid rapidity, and the sensitivity to∆d(x)/d(x) from W−-asymmetries
measured in the forward direction. In addition, forward detectors may have significant sensitivity
to the large-x behavior of thed-quark polarization, although this is an ongoing study. Such a
measurement would test whether thed-quark polarization remains negative asx → 1, or whether
it changes sign and approaches+1 asx → 1, as expected from perturbative QCD power-counting
considerations. The high precision measurements of spin asymmetries inW -production at high
Q2 = 6400 GeV2 will also have a large impact on the global QCD analysis of helicity parton
distributions. Furthermore, the measurement of quark and anti-quark polarization at theW mass
will provide a considerable lever arm compared to semi-inclusive measurements at fixed target
energies to obtain the polarized gluon distribution∆g from evolution.

5.2 Quark and Anti-quark Polarizations from W Asymmetries

In the context of whether the unpolarized light sea is symmetric or not, the possibility of address-
ing this question by realW production in pp collisions is discussed. Indeed, ignoringheavier
quarks, the charge of theW immediately selects either ād-quark of one proton in conjunction
with anu-quark of the other proton forW+ production, or āu-quark and ad quark forW− pro-
duction. In addition, at forwardW rapidities one probes predominantly higherx valence quarks
for one beam and sea quarks at lowerx of the other beam. In addition, the measurement of
the unpolarized sea can be achieved simultaneously with thepolarizedW physics program at
RHIC. Real-W production selects the quark flavors through their charge and, due to the maxi-
mally parity violating weak interaction, it also selects only one helicity of nearly massless quarks.
Left-handed quarks and right-handed anti-quarks are probed. Thus, in a proton with spin along
its momentum direction only quarks with spin anti-parallelto the proton’s spin,q−, are probed
and vice versa in a proton with spin against its momentum direction, q+. Building the single
spin asymmetry of count rates ofWs originating from protons with spin parallel and anti-parallel
divided by their sum,AW

L = 1
P
× (N+(W )−N−(W ))/(N+(W )+N−(W )) is then proportional

to the helicity distribution∆q(x) = q+(x) − q−(x):

AW+

L = −∆u(x1)d̄(x2) − ∆d̄(x1)u(x2)

u(x1)d̄(x2) + d̄(x1)u(x2)
. (3)

and similarly forW− by exchangingu andd. As for the unpolarized yields one is generally
more sensitive to theu andd polarizations for forwardW rapidities with respect to the polar-
ized proton, while the anti-quark polarizations are probedin the backward direction. The quark
polarizations, particularly for theu quarks, are already fairly well known, while the sea polar-
izations are largely unknown. Most present knowledge on theflavor separated polarized quark
distributions is obtained from semi-inclusive measurements. These measurements are currently
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Figure 10:Parameterizations of the polarized parton distribution functions as a function ofx for
the GRSV standard and valence scenarios [42], DSSV [13], andthe maximal and minimal sea
polarization scenarios of DNS [44]. Left figure:∆u(x) (continuous lines) and∆d(x) (dashed
lines), right figure: ∆d̄(x) (continuous lines) and∆ū(x) (dashed lines). The horizontal lines
correspond to the RMS ranges ofx to be probed in inclusiveW →lepton asymmetries in the
PHENIX central (green), backward and forward (blue) and STAR (purple) regions for positive
leptons (continuous lines) and negative leptons (dashed-lines).

limited by the knowledge of fragmentation functions. In contrast, the quark and anti-quark po-
larizations are directly probed inW production at the scale of theW mass without the need of
fragmentation functions. Fig. 10 shows an overview over a set of polarized distribution functions
for light quarks and anti-quarks. While the quark polarizations are mainly consistent, one clearly
sees large differences between these parameterizations for the sea quarks. While the latest anal-
ysis from DSSV [13] including DIS, SIDIS and pp data reduces the uncertainties on the gluon
polarization and strange polarizations significantly, theuncertainties on∆ū and∆d̄ improved
only moderately. In the following we therefore compare the impact of the maximal and minimal
DNS sea polarizations (as given by a∆χ2 of 2% in their fit) [44] on the measured asymmetries,
as these parameterizations are available for the simulations.

As the RHIC detectors are not hermetic, one inclusively measures the decay leptons without
information on missing energy. This smears the distinctionof quark and anti-quark contribu-
tions as a function of rapidity due to the fixed helicity of the(anti)neutrino. While the forward-
backward separation of quarks and anti-quarks for negativeleptons is enhanced, for positive lep-
tons the quark and anti-quark contributions are mixed. However, one is sensitive to the anti-quark
polarizations, predominantly in backward lepton rapidities forW− production and at central ra-
pidities forW+ production. Using a NLO andQT -resummed calculation as implemented in the
generator RHICBOS [55], the single spin asymmetries are expected to be sizable, as can be seen
in Fig. 11. The different polarized parameterizations which all describe the (SI)DIS data corre-
spond to very distinctAL asymmetries due to the differences in the sea polarizations, while their
quark polarizations are comparable. Using the obtained single spin W asymmetries in turn as in-
put to a global analysis together with the (SI)DIS data, willsignificantly improve the knowledge
of the quark polarizations and enable a first direct determination of the anti-quark polarizations.
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Figure 11:Inclusive asymmetriesAL obtained by RHICBOS [55] for the polarized parton distri-
bution functions GRSV standard, GRSV valence [42], DSSV [13], and DNS [44] using a maximal
and minimal sea polarization scenario. The asymmetriesAl−

L (left) andAl+

L (right) are shown as
functions of the lepton rapidityylepton with PT > 20 GeV..

It will be possible to determine, first, at lower luminosity,whether anti-quarks are polarized, and
at increased luminosity whether the sea is polarized symmetrically or not.

5.2.1 Experimental readiness forW physics

Experimentally, obtaining the desired single spin asymmetries requires running at center-of-mass
energy of

√
s = 500 GeV with at least 300 pb−1 of luminosity as projected for the RHIC run

11 running period. It is necessary to distinguish the leptons from hadron background and to
correctly identify its charge. Furthermore the backgroundhas to be understood and corrected for.
As the hadron background does not originate fromWs it is not parity-violating and only dilutes
the asymmetries.

STAR: In the Barrel part of the STAR detector reasonable tracking and calorimetry make it
possible to studyWs. With the Barrel electromagnetic calorimeter an electron-hadron separation
of at least two orders of magnitude can be provided. However,in the forward region of the Endcap
electromagnetic calorimeter (1 < η < 2) a new tracking upgrade is needed to successfully
determine the charge of high energetic electrons. The Forward GEM Tracker (FGT) upgrade will
allow such a charge detection by including six disks of triple GEM detectors to obtain a precise
tracking information as can be seen in Fig. 12. Such a disk geometry is favorable especially
at forward rapidities. The GEM disks will sit inside the inner field cage of the STAR Time
Projection Chamber (TPC), and have an outer radius of 39 cm and an inner radius of 11 cm. Each
triple-GEM disk is subdivided into quarter sections whose boundaries are aligned with respect
to the TPC sector and EEMC boundaries. All mechanical details and gas piping have been
implemented along with the design of a new west support structure. The FGT upgrade has been
reviewed by STAR and BNL and it has been recommend to fund it through capital equipment
funds. It is planned to install the FGT in summer 2010. In addition detailed simulations of the
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Figure 12: Left: Charge sign discrimination probability (ratio of the number of reconstructed
tracks with correctly reconstructed charge sign divided by the number of generated tracks) in
STAR for the current detector design and under inclusion of the FGT as a function of the rapidity
η. Right: Background distribution of false high-PT muons from hadron decays in the forward
region of PHENIX using basic cuts (lines) and, schematically, after application of tight cuts
(purple line) and after installation of an additional absorber (dashed purple line). TheW signal
as obtained from Pythia is also shown.

Endcap calorimeter show, that the electron hadron separation can be successfully performed to
reduce the hadron background by two orders of magnitude and thus, below the expectedW yield.

Fig. 13 shows the projected sensitivity forAL for STAR in the EEMC region of1 < η < 2
for forward (backward) configurations, i.e.e−/e+ with respect to the polarized proton beam
heading toward (and away) from the STAR EEMC. Those estimatesare based on full PYTHIA
simulations ofW signal and QCD background events. Asymmetries have been determined using
the RHICBOS framework. Projected uncertainties are shown incomparison to the size ofAL for
different polarized distribution functions capturing their overall uncertainty. Good sensitivity to
∆ū is obtained for a beam polarization of70% and an integrated luminosity of300 pb−1.

PHENIX: In PHENIX the central arms have sufficient charge reconstruction efficiency to iden-
tify W± → e±. In addition, the electromagnetic calorimeter response inof hadrons and electrons
is very different. While electrons deposit almost all their energy, hadrons only deposit a fraction.
The hadron background with a similar energy deposited as theelectrons has to have much larger
momenta and is thus suppressed. It is expected that the remaining background will be minimal.
Ws at central rapidities distinguish between different parameterizations, as can be seen in Fig. 14.
The asymmetries shown are simulated asymmetries without detector response and without back-
ground. In particular the central arm will be most sensitiveto ∆d̄ due to the decay kinematics.

In the PHENIX Muon arms the dominant background based on detailed simulations, forW
measurements, are low-energetic muons which dominate overtheW decay muons. For this pur-
pose a new energy sensitive muon trigger is being developed to select high-PT muons only. It
is separated into two parts: Additional fast front end electronics (FEE) for the existing Muon
tracking and several planes of resistive plate counters (RPCs). The front-end electronics upgrade
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Figure 13:Projected asymmetries in the forward/backward STAR region asa function of lepton
ET . The data has been obtained for GRSV standard, GRSV valence [42], DSSV [13], and DNS
[44] using a maximal and minimal sea polarization scenario in RHICBOS [55] after detector
simulation and inclusion of background for 300 pb−1 assuming 70% polarization.
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Figure 14:Simulated asymmetries in the PHENIX central arms forW+ → e+ν (left plot) and
W− → e−ν̄ as functions ofPT . The data has been obtained for GRSV standard, GRSV valence
[42], DSSV [13], and DNS [44] using a maximal and minimal sea polarization scenario in
RHICBOS [55] for 300 pb−1 (full symbols) and 70 pb−1 (open symbols) assuming 70% beam
polarization.

consists of splitting off a fraction of the existing readoutpad signal and obtain the strip hit in-
formation within several ns due to fast electronics and concentrating on the hit information only.
This upgrade is funded by JSPS and has been successfully reviewed. The north Muon arm’s FEE
will be installed in summer 2008, the south Muon arm’s FEE will follow in summer 2009.

The RPC upgrade adds three planes of RPCs, one each upstream (RPC1) and downstream
(RPC2) of the Muon tracker and one downstream of the last planeof the Muon Steel absorber
(RPC3). The timing resolution is on the order of 2 ns which is enough to cut out non-collision
related backgrounds. In addition, it provides the beam crossing information offline and the low
energy muon rejection. This upgrade is funded by a NSF-MRI and prototypes have been pro-
duced. Two complete half-octants will be installed in summer 2008, while the main installation
of RPCs 2 and 3 on the north arm is planned for summer 2009. Therefore a first complete Muon
trigger consisting of the three planes of FEEs and two planesof RPCs will be available for RHIC
run 10. In the summer of 2010 the south muon arm’s RPCs 2 and 3 will be installed and in 2011
the full upgrade will be completed with the installation of the stations 1. In the forward arms the
momentum reconstruction and charge reconstruction are sufficient based on full detector simula-
tions. The charge reconstruction efficiency is about 97% for40 GeV muons. The most significant
offline background has been identified to be low-energetic hadrons. A small fraction of them pass
through the existing absorber material in front of the muon Trackers and decays within the tracker
volume, mimicking a high-PT muon track. From full detector simulations a tight set of tracking
cuts results in a signal to background ratio of 1/3 for muon candidates withPT > 20 GeV. In-
stalling an additional 2 interaction lengths of absorber reduces the background by another order
of magnitude, based on simulation studies. The resulting signal to background ratio is around 3,
as indicated in Fig. 12. The expected parity-violating asymmetries are plotted vs. muonPT for
the muon arms in Fig. 15. For forwardµ+, ∼ 4 σ discrimination for 300 pb−1 is expected for
the lowest momentum bin, where the different curves reflect different ∆d̄/d̄. For backwardµ−,
∼ 12 σ sensitivity to different∆ū/ū is expected over the whole transverse momentum range.
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Figure 15:Longitudinal single spin asymmetries forµ+ andµ− in the forward (top plots) and
backward (bottom plots) regions of the PHENIX detector as a function of the reconstructed muon
PT . The data has been obtained for GRSV standard, GRSV valence [42], DSSV [13], and DNS
[44] using a maximal and minimal sea polarization scenario in RHICBOS [55] after detector
simulation and inclusion of background for 300 pb−1 (full symbols) and 1300 pb−1 (open sym-
bols) assuming 70% beam polarization.

28



5.3 Conclusion

In the running over the next years several steps toward the measurement of the sea quark polar-
izations and their symmetry can be identified:

• Commissioning running at
√

s = 500 GeV with a few pb−1 will establish a baseline for the
expected backgrounds for theW measurements. FirstW cross section measurements will
be made.

• With the expected recorded luminosity of 70 pb−1 of RHIC run 11 it will be possible to con-
firm the quark polarizations in a completely new process at high scale with a significance
of at least 2.9σ for l+ and 6.5σ for l− in the PHENIX forward arms.

• With a recorded luminosity of 300 pb−1 it will be possible to measure the∆ū(x) polar-
ization and thus, obtain the first direct determination of the sea polarization. The distinc-
tion between a maximal and a minimal DNS∆ū(x) can be made at the 12σ level in the
PHENIX backward muon region and at the ...σ level in the STAR backward region. The
reason for the differences is the very different backgroundsituation for electrons in STAR
and muons behind significant amount of absorbing material inPHENIX. With the same
luminosity the difference between maximal and minimal DNS∆d̄(x) can be distinguished
at the 12σ level in the central PHENIX arms. These numbers will also allow to answer
whether anti-quarks are polarized and if so, whether they are polarized symmetrically.

Additional luminosity beyond 300 pb−1 will further reduce the uncertainties on the measured
anti-quark polarizations. It will also open the possibility to access the strange polarization mea-
suringW decays in coincidence with charmed mesons. Furthermore, including theW results into
a global analysis will also further reduce the uncertainties on the valence quark polarizations. It
is also quite important that theseW results at high scale will serve as a first large lever arm for
the QCD evolution of the polarized parton distributions which can even further reduce the uncer-
tainties on the gluon polarization. To achieve the milestone of measuring the sea polarizations,
significant luminosity has to be delivered with a polarization of 70%, which requires significant
beam development each year in addition to the ongoing detector upgrades.

6 Transverse Spin

This section summarizes progress by experiment and theory on transverse spin physics at RHIC,
identifies the key questions to be addressed, and defines a plan for the future.

The goal of the RHIC spin program is to identify how the protongets its spin from its quark
and gluon constituents. Addressing this goal when the proton spin and momentum vectors are
orthogonal is of great interest since windows onto partonicorbital motion are available, and the
proton gets no contribution from gluon polarization when its spin is transverse to its momentum.
Transverse single spin asymmetries (SSA) play a special role in questions about the transverse
spin structure of the proton because only very small transverse SSA are expected in the scattering
of gluons and quarks mediated by gauge interactions, particularly for the light up and down
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valence quarks of the proton. Consequently, extensions beyond the simple collinear, leading-
twist perturbative QCD (pQCD) picture of hard scattering are required, since strikingly large
spin effects are observed at RHIC energies where cross sections are found to be in agreement
with theoretical expectations.

Extensions to the simplest hard-scattering picture fall into two broad categories, both of which
make contact with fundamental questions about the transverse spin structure of the proton. In the
Sivers mechanism [56], one requirement to produce a transverse SSA is the presence of a spin-
correlated transverse momentum in the distribution functions associated with the proton. The
presence of partonic transverse momentum within the protonis related to its orbital motion, al-
beit in a model-dependent way. In the Collins mechanism [57],transversely polarized quarks
must be present in a transversely polarized proton. This transverse quark polarization is given by
transversity [58], a leading-twist distribution functionwhose integral provides the tensor charge
of the proton. In the Collins mechanism, quark transverse polarization is revealed following
the hard scattering by a spin-correlated transverse momentum in fragmentation to the observed
hadrons. Transverse quark polarization can also be revealed by a chiral-odd fragmentation func-
tion, such as the interference fragmentation function [59].

Transverse SSA effects are observed to be strikingly large by experiments at RHIC energies
[60, 61], but their understanding is in general quite subtleand involves substantial theoretical
effort to quantify. The concurrent progress between theoryand experiment has identified a clear
path to test present understanding.

6.1 Present Status of Experiments and Theoretical Understanding

RHIC run 6 provided a wealth of experimental information about spin physics. The versatility of
RHIC was demonstrated by spending a portion of the run with transversely polarized colliding
beams, and the majority of the run with longitudinally polarized colliding beams, for both

√
s =

62 and 200 GeV collision energies. Transversely polarized proton collisions resulted in the ob-
servation of strikingly large spin effects for forwardπ0, π± production (Fig. 16) [60, 61]. At large
Feynman-x (xF ), positive asymmetries are observed forπ+ production and negative asymmetries
for π− production, consistent with opposite signs foru andd quarks extracted for Sivers func-
tions in phenomenological fits to semi-inclusive deep inelastic scattering (SIDIS) data [62, 63].
Theπ0 asymmetries are positive due tou-quark dominance. What is special about making these
measurements at RHIC energies, is that unpolarized cross sections in the same kinematics as the
observed transverse SSA are described by next-to-leading order (NLO) pQCD calculations, and
have been shown to help constrain fragmentation functions in a global QCD analysis [64].

This is quite different from the situation at lower collision energies, where measured cross
sections exceed NLO pQCD expectations by progressively larger factors as

√
s decreases.

The calculations in Fig. 16 are an outgrowth of intense theoretical activity concurrent with the
ongoing experiments. The principal findings of the theoretical work are summarized here. Cal-
culations that employ spin- and transverse-momentum dependent distribution functions (Sivers
functions) and calculations that explicitly treat higher twist effects [65, 66] have been found to
be equivalent over part of the kinematics for Drell Yan production of dileptons [67]. The Sivers
functions have been found to be related to partonic orbital motion in model dependent analyses
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Figure 16:Transverse single spin asymmetries (SSA) inxF bins for forwardπ production at RHIC
energies. (left)π0 production for

√
s = 200 GeV collisions, at two different pseudorapidities [60].

(right) π± production for
√

s = 62 GeV collisions, at two different scattering angles [61].The
xF > 0 dependence of the measured transverse SSA is mostly consistent with new theoretical
calculations described below.

[68]. Although rigorous proofs of their more general use remain to be found, model calculations
[69, 70] using Sivers functions extracted from SIDIS measurements can explain most features of
thexF dependence of the forward pion results at RHIC (Fig. 16). As discussed in more detail in
the appendix, first measurements of thepT dependence of transverse SSA forp↑ + p → π + X at
RHIC energies suggest that the understanding of these spin effects is still incomplete.

Very recent work [71] suggests that contributions from the Collins mechanism, where a spin
dependent fragmentation function analyzes the scattered quark polarization, are not negligible in
p↑ + p → π + X. Recent work by a RIKEN BNL Research Center group has resultedin the first
experimental observation of spin dependent fragmentationin e+e− collisions [72]. The Collins
function is found to be large. An analysis has been completed, combining the experimentally
determined Collins function frome+e− and Collins moments from SIDIS, to make the first ex-
traction of transversity [73]. It remains a task for RHIC experiments, and theory, to identify a
method to quantitatively separate Collins and Sivers contributions to transverse SSA inp↑+p col-
lisions, so as to establish the universality properties of transversity and the Collins fragmentation
function.

First measurements of transverse SSA for di-jet productionnear midrapidity were also com-
pleted in RHIC run 6 [74], with the intent of directly measuring the spin dependence of the
transverse momentum imbalance between the jets [75]. Transverse SSA for midrapidity dijet
production is found to be consistent with zero. Theoreticalunderstanding of the complex color-
charge interactions that arise in di-jet production was stimulated by these results. A synopsis
of that understanding is that the Sivers functions are probed in different ways in different hard
scattering processes. For semi-inclusive deep inelastic scattering, there is anattractive final-state
color chargeinteraction required by gauge invariance, and provides therequired amplitude in-
terference in the Sivers mechanism [76]. For the Drell-Yan process, this becomes arepulsive
initial-state color chargeinteraction [77]. For di-jet production, both attractive and repulsive
color charge interactions are present resulting in cancellations that explain the null result from
experiment. An outgrowth of this understanding is the theoretical prediction [78] that for for-
ward photon + jet, repulsive initial-state color-charge interactions will predominate, meaning

31



that transverse SSA for a future RHIC experiment should be opposite in sign from what has been
measured in SIDIS. Direct photon production has contributions only from the Sivers mechanism.

The RHIC experiments have both completed forward calorimeter upgrades. STAR built a
forward meson spectrometer (FMS) spanning the full azimuthfor the pseudorapidity range2.5 <
η < 4.0. The FMS addition provides STAR with nearly contiguous electromagnetic calorimetry
for −1 < η < 4. PHENIX constructed muon piston calorimeters at both positive and negative
pseudorapidity that span the full azimuth for3.1 < |η| < 3.9. The experiments can use these
forward calorimeters, in addition to midrapidity detectors for away-side jet detection, to test the
prediction that spin-correlated momentum imbalance for forward photon+jet will be opposite in
sign to the Sivers asymmetry measured in SIDIS.

A key issue that must be addressed is the discrimination of direct photons from fragmenta-
tion photons. It is expected that spin effects for prompt photons will be severely diluted unless
robust discrimination against fragmentation photons is made [66]. The large acceptance of the
recently completed forward calorimeters at STAR and PHENIXshould allow effective applica-
tion of isolation cuts for this purpose, but it remains important to experimentally demonstrate that
fragmentation photon backgrounds can be adequately suppressed.

6.2 Key Questions for the Future

Future studies of transversely polarized proton collisions at RHIC will address key questions
listed below.

• Is the present understanding of the Sivers mechanism correct?

Experimental confirmation of the theoretically predicted sign change is a tremendous fu-
ture opportunity for RHIC. Transverse SSA for Drell-Yan (DY)production of dilepton pairs is
the cleanest test of this prediction, but will require luminosity development and upgrades to the
experiments. As documented in [79] and based on detailed comparison of data to simulation,
PHENIX will need to suppress contributions from weak decaysof open beauty and open charm
production to low massµ+µ− pairs to cleanly identify the DY process for a future transverse SSA
measurement. It is expected that open heavy flavor contributions can be suppressed by isolation
cuts using the planned nose cone calorimeter and the forwardvertex tracker upgrades. STAR has
the potential for a transverse spin DY experiment by observing e+e− pairs at large rapidity with
its FMS. Fast tracking at large rapidity is a required addition for STAR to discriminate electrons
from positrons. From considerations of both integrated luminosity and the necessary upgrades to
the experiments, a transverse spin DY is envisioned for the future.

The predicted sign change is of fundamental importance, notonly because it verifies the pres-
ence of partonic orbital motion, but also because it establishes the reality of attractive interactions
between unlike color charges and repulsive interactions between like color charges. Before em-
barking on a transverse spin DY program, forwardγ + jet can rigorously test present theoretical
understanding, since the repulsive color charge interactions are predicted to be present for this
rare, but presently accessible, final state.
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Figure 17:Tests of the Sivers mechanism through measurement of transverse single spin asym-
metries for (left) forward photon + jet final states. The signature of repulsive color charge inter-
actions would be a negative asymmetry for the spin-correlated momentum imbalance, related to
the∆φ − φjet − φγ − π simulations. (right) Transverse single spin asymmetries for Drell-Yan
production of dilepton pairs at

√
s=200 GeV [79].

• Can experimental sensitivity to transversity be established at RHIC?

Probes of transversity at RHIC will necessarily be exploratory, since no firm theoretical pre-
dictions exist, at present. Transverse SSA are again expected to play a special role, since two-spin
observables such asATT are predicted to be small at RHIC energies. Single spin asymmetries can
provide a window onto transversity either through the Collins mechanism or via the interference
fragmentation function. Given that transversity is largest in the valence region, and the Collins
function is largest for hadrons that carry large fractions of the momentum of the fragmenting par-
ton, it is expected that the forward region will continue to play a special role. Exploratory studies
of spin correlations with the azimuthal orientation of two particles detected in the forward di-
rection can be conducted in parallel with experiments targeted at measuring transverse SSA for
forwardγ + jet to test the understanding of the Sivers mechanism.

• Are there ways to robustly separate flavor contributions to Sivers functions and to transversity?

The mirror transverse SSA for forwardπ± production are consistent with opposite signed
contributions to transverse spin effects from up and down quarks. One way to clearly separate
flavor contributions is to compare results from proton transverse SSA to those from neutron
transverse SSA. The latter would require development of either vector polarized deuteron beams
or of polarized3He beams at RHIC.
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6.3 Summary and Plan

Future opportunities for transverse spin physics at RHIC are now focused on theoretical pre-
dictions based on understanding of SIDIS,e+e− and RHIC results. Experiments to test this
understanding include near-term opportunities, for whichboth accelerator performance and ex-
periment readiness is complete. There are longer term opportunities, with time and resources
required to prepare for future measurements of transverse spin effects in the production of rare
final states. When both near-term and future opportunities are realized, these targeted data sets
that will address specific theoretical predictions can alsobe used for more exploratory studies,
for example to identify a means of robustly separating Collins and Sivers contributions.

A key future goal is to quantitatively test the prediction that initial-state repulsive color charge
interactions provide the amplitude interference requiredby the Sivers mechanism forp↑ + p. The
cleanest test of this is for Drell Yan production of dileptonpairs. Considerations of the kinematics
and luminosity suggest that

√
s = 200 GeVp + p collisions optimizes the opportunity for both

PHENIX and STAR to complete the measurement, at parton momentum fractions that emphasize
valence quarks. Continued luminosity development at RHIC for polarized proton operation is
required to produce the 250 pb−1 data sample required for the measurements. Targeted upgrades
to the experiments can be embarked upon during the executionof the W physics program, to
prepare the experiments for measurements in 2015 and 2016.

The sign change between what has been observed in SIDIS and what is predicted for trans-
verse spin DY tests a fundamental aspect of QCD, since unlike color charges are responsible for
the final-state attractive interaction in SIDIS, and like color charges are predicted to give exactly
the opposite sign Sivers effect in thep + p DY production.

Theoretical understanding of the Sivers mechanism can be subjected to an experimental test
prior to embarking on a transverse spin DY measurement. In particular, continuing commitment
of a fraction of RHIC spin runs to transversely polarized collisions is required to complete mea-
surements of transverse SSA for forward photon + jet, with sufficient precision to establish the
sign of the spin asymmetries. The optimal plan would be to obtain a data sample of 6 pb−1 with
65% polarization in RHIC run 9 to establish that robust discrimination between direct and frag-
mentation photons can be made. Completion of the measurementis estimated to require a total
sample of 30 pb−1 with 65% polarization and is envisioned for a subsequent RHIC run, prior
to the start of the 500-GeV program. Concurrent with these targeted measurements, more ex-
ploratory measurements aimed at identifying transversitycontributions can be embarked upon.
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Appendix A: The Charge

I would like to ask you to organize efforts, with the help of the others copied on this e-mail and
whomever else you find useful, to address one of the major recommendations from last July’s
S&T review:

“Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL) should develop and document a detailed plan with
milestones that demonstrates the experimental sensitivity for the proposed proton spin measure-
ments between 2008 and 2013 using the anticipated accelerator design capabilities and detector
performance as a planning base. This plan should be submitted to DOE NP by May 31, 2008 and
presented at the 2008 RHIC S&T Review.”

What is called for is an update of the DOE Spin Report, but with aclear focus on 500 GeV
running and W production (leading to the 2013 NP milestone onW production in polarized
proton collisions). It should probably include brief updates on present projections of∆G and
transverse spin sensitivities to be attained in the remaining 200 GeV running, but I think the
committee’s primary focus arose from their not being convinced about the W production program
viability on several fronts. Addressing those concerns will likely involve a new generation of
detailed simulations for the detectors, and a detailed planfor attaining the necessary luminosities
on the C-AD side. For that reason, developing the plan may takea while, so I am trying to
launch the process early. Perhaps it should include a seriesof presentations about simulations
and machine plans over the coming months, to help guide progress toward a realistic plan. For
run planning, it is best to make the same 10-week per operating year assumption that was made
in the previous Spin Plan, although we will in parallel be trying to update the Midterm Strategic
Plan to incorporate aggressive pursuit of stochastic cooling for heavy-ion average luminosity
upgrades. So we will have to integrate the spin plan with the updated midterm strategic plan
before we present the report to DOE at the end of May 2008.

You can certainly refer to the existing Spin Report for theoretical and experimental back-
ground information - that does not need to be reproduced. Butthe report should address the
following specific questions and concerns reviewers have raised at recent reviews:

1) Can the luminosity needed for a W production program with impact on sea antiquark polar-
izations be achieved?

2) Which detector upgrades are critical for the W program? DOEhas ended up confused, for
example, about how strong a role the PHENIX FVTX and NCC upgrades are for this program.

3) Can adequate hadronic background suppression be attainedin realistic simulations of detector
performance, in the absence of a conventional missing energy determination?

4) Is present or projected tracking resolution sufficient for adequate charge sign discrimination
and for adequate determination of Bjorken x for the contributing sea antiquarks? What are the
respective roles of detector performance and of kinematic ambiguities in limiting x resolution?

5) How will sea antiquark polarizations be extracted from RHIC measurements of W production?

6) Within projected funding profiles, can we meet the 2013 performance milestone? What are the
critical milestones in a plan to get there?
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7) Will there be sufficient integrated luminosity to attain the desired Delta G sensitivities in
photon and photon-jet production? If not, are there alternatives?

I know that PHENIX and STAR are independently pursuing improved simulations relevant
to the W production program with upgraded detectors, and your report can certainly benefit from
these. But I would like you to coordinate the efforts among the two collaborations and C-AD. If
you want to take this opportunity to say something more abouttransverse spin measurements for
Drell-Yan, you should point out how such measurements wouldbe incorporated in a plan, and
what impact they might have on reaching the 2013 W productionmilestone. And I think it would
also be a good idea in that case to get PAC feedback on the Drell-Yan concepts at the spring PAC
meeting (I’m trying to organize this for mid-April at this point).

I would appreciate it if you let me know soon if you are willingto undertake this effort. I
have to report to the BSA Science and Technology Steering Committee on Nov. 1-2 on the S&T
review recommendations and what we are doing about addressing them. So it would be very
useful to have some feedback from you by the end of October on how you plan to organize the
efforts to provide the requested report in May.

Thanks a lot for considering this. It should be fun!

Steve

Appendix B: Accelerator Performance Improvements

We give here a more detailed account of the plan to increase the average store polarization and
luminosity in RHIC.

The maximum polarization is limited by the source, the AGS polarization transmission, and
by the tune and orbit control in RHIC. There is a continuous effort to increase the source polar-
ization. However, after modifications for Run-8 the source polarization was only 80-82%, about
5% lower than in Run-7. The goal for Run-9 is a source polarization of again 85%. An R&D
effort is under way for a high-intensity proton source with ahigh-uniformity superconducting
solenoid with which a higher brightness beam can be produced.

For the next polarized proton run the Low Energy Beam Transport (LEBT), Medium Energy
Beam Transport (MEBT), and Booster injection are modified. The LEBT and MEBT sections are
optimized for high-intensity proton operation and are causing emittance increases for polarized
protons. With these modifications and for comparable intensities an emittance reduction of 50%
after the Linac, and about 20% in RHIC are anticipated, whichis also expected to improve the
polarization performance.

In the AGS, a stronger snake and a horizontal tune near an integer number were tested in
Run-7. In Run-8 injection on the fly (without a constant dwellfield) was tested. Both were at-
tempts to reduce the intensity dependence of the polarization. In neither test a better polarization
performance could be demonstrated, and for the final Run-8 operation the Run-6 setup was used
again. Under investigation is now a scheme to jump all horizontal spin resonances in the AGS
with fast quadrupoles. Such a scheme could increase the polarization out of the AGS by as much
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as 5% (absolute).

During Run-8 it became clear that the control of the orbit angles through the RHIC snakes is
critical to maintain the polarization, and that some of the polarization problems in RHIC during
Run-9 can be attributed to insufficient orbit control through the snakes. This will be addressed
for future runs.

A spin flipper for the RHIC Blue ring is under construction forRun-9 with the goal of flipping
the spin of all bunches under operational store conditions without the need of detuning the snakes.
The new spin flipper will also allow measuring the spin tune atstore. A spin flipper for the Yellow
ring is planned for the following run.

The main limitation for the RHIC luminosity is the beam-beameffect in conjunction with
other nonlinear effects and parameter modulations. With the limited time available in Run-8 only
a modest (15%) improvement in the average store luminosity could be demonstrated. However,
two important tests were made. In the first test a near integerworking point was studied that
is expected to accommodate a larger beam-beam parameter. This working point is currently
not operationally usable because 10 Hz mechanical triplet vibration, enhanced at near integer
working points, lead to an enhancement and large modulations in the experimental background.
A reduction of the 10 Hz mechanical oscillation through passive or active damping of the cold
mass movement, or an orbit feedback is under study. In a second test a lattice with a design
value ofβ∗ = 65 cm was commissioned but could not be made operational in the limited time
available. For such a lattice, a nonlinear chromaticity correction, developed over the last two
years, is essential. We expect thatβ∗ can be ultimately reduced to 50 cm at 250 GeV beam
energy.

For Run-9 a new 9 MHz radio frequency system will be commissioned. This allows preserv-
ing the longitudinal emittance upon beam injection into RHIC which is currently not possible.
With the resulting shorter bunches at store the hour glass effect is reduced, leading to about 25%
higher luminosity. The longer bunches at injection are alsoexpected to reduce the incoherent
emittance growth that was observed in previous runs, possibly caused by electron clouds.

Electron lenses are currently studied in simulations. These could mitigate the head-on beam-
beam effect. Also studied is coherent electron cooling which could reduce the beam emittance at
store.
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